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CHARTER

INCORPORATING THE

Philadelphia Dispensary,

JL HE principal object of this Inftitution is to afford re

lief to the Poor, in thofe cafes where removal to a public

Hofpital would for any approved reafon be ineligible.

For the above purpofe the prefent contributors to the

faid inftitution, viz. We, whofe names are hereunto fub-

fcribed, William White, Samuel Pleafants, Henry Hill,

J. Henry Ch. Helmuth, Samuel Powel Grifntts, Robert t

Hare, P.obert Smith, Lawrence Seckel, George Fox, Ro

bert Blackwell, George Meade, Thomas Clifford, John Clif

ford, John Kaighn, Benjamin Rufh, William Shippen, jun.
Samuel Clarkfon, Ezekiel King, John F. Mifflin, George

Latimer, John Swanwick, William Cliffton, Jofeph Hud-

dell, Samuel Magaw, Tench Coxe, Samuel M. Fox, John

Bleakley, Adam Kuhn, Benjamin W. Morris, Thomas

Greeves, Edward Burd, James Abercrombie, Thomas

Fifher, Miers Fifher, David H. Conyngham, Jofeph An

thony, Betton and Harrifon, William Wigglefworth, Wil

liam Young, Charles Marshall, Chriftopher MarfhalJ, jun.

Jofeph Parker Norris, Samuel Meredith, George Eddy,
Thomas Mifflin, Michael Leib, William Rawle, Robert

Monis, George Alton, William Wifter, Thomas C. James,

James



James Woodhoufe, Cafpar Wiftar, jun. Jofeph Crub-

fhank, John Redman, Amos Wickerfham, Benjamin Say,

Ifaac Hazlehurft, Nathan Field, Thomas Norton, Jacob

Shoemaker, Godfrey Haga, Samuel Mechlin, Edward

Penington, Francis Bailey, Benjamin R. Morgan, John

Cumming, William Bingham, John Porter, Thomas Pcn-

rofe, Kearny Wharton, Mordecai Lewis, Arthur Howell,

Jofeph Sanfcm, Richard Hill Morris, Henry Drinker,

James Reynolds, Samuel Duffield, Thomas Dobfon, Jamea

Creffon,John Vaughan, Robert Ralfton, and fuch other per
sons as fhall hereafter become contributors thereto fhall be

and they are hereby erected into a body politic and corpo

rate, by the name of " The Philadelphia Difpenfary," and

by the fame name fhall have perpetual fucceffion, and may

purchafe, take and holcLby gift, grant, demife, bargain and

fale, devife and bequeft, or by any ether lawful mode of

conveyance, any lands, tenements, goods or chattels, real,

perfonal, or mixed eftate, and the fame or any part thereof

from time to time, to alien or difpofe of. And fhall and

may have a common feal, and the fame alter and renew at

their pleafure.—Provided always neverthelefs, That the clear

yearly value or income of the meffuages, houfes, lands,
and tenements, rents, annuities, or other hereditaments

and real eftate of the faid corporation, and the intereft of

money by them lent fhall not exceed the fum of five hun

dred pounds.

II. The officers of the faid company fhall confift of

twelve managers, to be annually elected on the firft Mon

day in January, at the houfe for the time being occupied
for a Difpenfary, by the ballot of a majority of the con

tributors, who fhall attend in perfon or by proxy. Five

managers fhall conftitute a quorum. And until the next

election the following perfons fhall be managers, viz. Wil

liam White, Samuel Pleafants, Henry Hill, Lawrence

Seckel,
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Seckel, Robert Blackwell, Henry Helmuth, George
Meade, George Fox, Robert Hare, Robert Smith, John
Field and Samuel Powel Griffitts.

III. The managers fhall annually appoint a treafurer of

the Difpenfary, who fhall give" fuch fecurity as they may

deem expedient, and an apothecary, and fhall alfo annual

ly and from time to time as vacancies may happen, appoint
fuch and fo many attending and confulting phyficians and

furgeons as the good of the inftitution may be found to

require.

IV. No contribution of lefs than one guinea per annum

or ten guineas in one entire fum fhall entitle the contribu

tor to the rights of memberfhip in the faid corporation.

V. The board of managers fhall have power from time

to time to make fuch bye laws, rules and regulations, pre-

fcribing the duties of the officers, and for conducting the

affairs of the inftitution as to them fhall appear expedient.

Provided always, That the faid bye laws, rules and re

gulations, or any of them be not repugnant to the confti-

tution and laws of the United States, to the conftitution

and laws of this Commonwealth or to the foregoing in

ftrument.

We the Juftices of the fupreme court of the Common

wealth of Pennfylvania, certify to his Excellency the Go

vernor that we have examined the preceding inftrument of

writing, and are of opinion that the objects, articles, and

conditions therein fet forth and contained are lawful.

As Witnefs our Hands,

THOS. M'KEAN,

Philadelphia, 2%th EDWD. SHIPPEN,

March, 1796. J. YEATES,

THOMAS SMITH.

I have



.
( 6 )

I have perufed and examined the preceding inftrument

arid ana of opinion that the objects, articles, and conditions

therein fet forth and contained are lawful.

JARED INGERSOLL, Att. Gen.

March 25th, 1796.

Pennfylvania, Jf.

}tTx?ococ1^ In the Name, and by the Authority

"6 S<>f the" & °f *he Commonwealth of Pennfylva-

% c^J^n" | nia, Thomas Mifflin, Governor of the

^.x>ooo^ faid Commonwealth

TlIO. MjFFLIN.

To Matthew Irwin, Efq. Mafier

of the Rolls, in and for the faid

Commonwealth, Sends Greeting.

W.HEREAS it has been duly certified to me by Jared

Ingerfoll, Efquire, Attorney General of the laid Common

wealth, and by Thomas M'Kean, Efquire, Chief Juftice,

and Edward Shippen, Jafper Yeates and Thomas Smith,

Efquires, Juftices of the Supreme Court of Pennfylvania,

That they have reflectively, perufed and examined the

within Act or Inftrument, for the Incorporation of the

" Philadelphia D/Jpcnfary," and that they concur in opini

on, that the objects, articles and conditions, therein fet

forth and contained, are lawful : Now know you, That,

in purfuance of the Act of the General Affembly, in fuch

cafe made and provided, I have tranfmitted the faid Act,

or Inftrument of Incorporation, unto you the faidMatthew

Irwin, Mafter of the Rolls aforefaid, hereby requiring

you to enroll the fame, at the expenfe of the applicants,
to



( 7 )

to the intent, that, according to the objects, articles and

conditions therein fet forth and contained, the Parties may

become, and be, a Corporation or Body Politic, in Law

and in Fact, to have Continuance by the Name, Style and

Title, in the faid Inftrument provided and declared.

Given under my Hand and the great Seal of the State,

at Philadelphia, this fifteenth Day of April, in the Year

of our Lord, One Thou&nd Seven Hundred and Ninety-

fix, and of the Commonwealth the Twentieth.

By the GOVERNOR,
•

A. J. DALLAS, Secretary.

$ SEAL of £
a the Office X

& of the 4
0 ROLLS. <>

1
A

Inrolled in the Rolls Office for the

State of Pennfyhania, in Letter of

Attorney Book, No. 5. Page 307,

&c. Witness my Hand and Seal

of Office, the Eighteenth Day of

April, 1796.

MATHW. IRWIN, M. R.

RULES



R U L E S

or THE

PHILADELPHIA DISPENSARY

FOR THE

Medical Relief of the Poor.

Inftituted April 12th, 1786.

if>. PjACH lady or gentleman, who pays annually into

the hands of the treafurer one guinea, fhall be entitled to the

privilege of having two patients at one time, under the care

of the Difpenfary ; thofe who pay annually two guineas,
fhall have four, and fo on in the fame proportion ; and

thofe who fubfcribe ten guineas at once, fhall be entitled,

during life, to the privilege of having two patients attend

ed at one time by the phyficians of the Difpenfary.

2d. A board, confifting of twelve managers, fhall be

annually eledted on the firjl Monday in January, by a ma

jority of the contributors. Votes may be given at all elec

tions, either in perfon or by proxy. Five managers fhall

conftitute a quorum. Their bufinefs fhall be to provide

medicines for the fick, and to regulate all affairs relative

to the inftitution.

3d. Six attending, and four confulting phyficians and

furgeons, an apothecary, and a treafurer of the Difpenfa

ry, fhall be annually elected by the managers of the in

ftitution.

4th. The
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4th. The phyficians and furgeons in ordinary fhall re

gularly attend at the Difpenfary on
*

Mondays, Wednef-
days, and Fridays, from twelve to one o'clock : and fuch pa

tients as are unable to go abroad on Difpenfary days, fhall
be regularly vifked at their refpective places of abode.

5 th. Every cafe jhall be duly attended, whether acute, chro

nic, furgical or objletrical, if recommended by a contributor in

a j- written note addrejfed to the attending phyfician, agreeably
to the frjl rule. The mitigation of the evils and danger of the

Jmall-pox, by inoculation, fall liketuife be the objetl of the cha

rity of this injlitution. The attending phyficians and fur

geons fhall have a right to apply for advice and afliftance

to the confulting phyficians and furgeons, when they
think proper, in all difficult and extraordinary cafes.

6th. The apothecary fhall refide at the Difpenfary. His

bufinefs fhall be to compound and deliver medicines j to

keep an exact account of the names, places of abode,

difeafes, times of admiffion, difcharge, &c. of the patients,
for which he fhall receive a falary of

per annum.

LIST

* Such was the original defign
—but it having been found impra&icable

to give a proper attention to the cafes of the patients on this plan, two

of the fix phyficians, in rotation, are now in attendance at the fame time,

one taking charge of the northern, the other of the fouthem diftrift of

the city ; and thus attend, alternately, at the Difpenfary, on the fix days

of the week, and vifit, at all tiroes, fuch patients as are not well enough

to go abroad.

\ For the benefit of the patients (which has always been the leading

principle in this inftitution) printed letters of recommendation, with the

rules refpeding them fubjoined, are now kept at the Difpenfary, from

whence the contributor* may be furnilhed with Ubera.

B



list of contributors

Philadelphia Dispensary.

A.

Jofeph Anthony,
Thoma3 Armat,

George Afton,

Thomas Annefley,
Thomas Alibone,

James Abercrombie.

B.

Sarah Bordley,
Charles Biddle,
William Bingham,
Robert Blackwell,
William Bell,

James Bringhurft,

Bowyer Brooks,

George Bickham,
Patrick Byrne,
Francis Bailey,

John Bleakley,
Edward Burd,

Charles Bitters,

Jofhua B. Bond,
Thomas Billington,
Michael Billmeyer,
EHas Boudinot,

Philip S. Bunting,
Samuel Breck*.

Mary Conyngham,

George Ciymer,

David H. Conyngham,

Benjamin Chew,

Benjamin Chew, jun.

Jofeph Crukfhank,

John Clifford,

Thomas Clifford,

William Clifton,

Jofeph Cowperthwait,

Ephraim Clark,
Lewis Croufillat,
William Crammond,

John Cooke,

Jofeph Clark,

Jacob Clark,

Matthew Carey,
Charles Crawford,
Thomas Clayton,
Thomas Cuthbert,
Nicholas Collin.

D.

Henry Drinker,
Thomas Dobfon,
Benedict Dorfey,
Samuel Duffield,

Thomas
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Thomas Dixcy,

John Dorfey,

E.

Anne Emlen,

George Emlen,

John Evans.

F.

George Fox,

Samuel M. Fox,

Thomas Fifher,

Miers Fifher,

Thomas Fitzfimons,

John Fries,

John Field.

G.

Elizabeth Griffitts,

Samuel P. Griffitts,

Afhbel Green,

Thomas Greeves,

Jofhna Gilpin,

George Gueft,

John Gueft.

H.

Sufanna Hudfon,

Robert Hare,

William Hall,

Pattifon Hartfhorne,

Samuel Howell,

Godfrey Haga,

Arthur Howell,

Hamilton and Son,

ii )

Henry Helmuth,
Ifaac Hazlehurft,

John Harrifon,

Ebenezer Hazard,

Jofeph Huddell,

John Hart,

J. C. H. Heineken.

I.

Jared Ingerfoll,

John Infkeep.

K.

Adam Kuhn,

John Kaighn,

Stephen Kingfton,
Thomas Ketland, jun.

Michael Keppele.

L.

George Latimer,

John Leamy,

William Lev/is,

Mofes Levy,

Henry Li fie,

Caleb Lownes,

James Logan,

James Lyle,
Grand Lodge of Pennfylvania

Jofeph S. Lewis,

John Lifle, jun.

M.

Sarah Moore,

Chriftopher Marfhall,

Charles Marfhall,
William
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William M'Kenzie,

Samuel Meredith,

Magnus Miller,

Benjamin R. Morgan,

Benjamin Morgan,
Richard H. Morris,

Benjamin W. Morris,

John M'Allifter,

Thomas Mifflin,

William Macpherfon,
Ifrael W. Morris,

Samuel Meeker,

Abraham Markoe,

M. H. Meffchert.

N.

John Nixon,

Jofeph P. Norris,

Thomas Norton,

Snowden and North.

P.

Samuel Pleafants,

Thomas Penrofe,

EUifton and John Perot

Richard Parker,

Ifaac Pearfon,

Thomas Parke,

Richard Peters,

Robert Poalk,

Zachariah Poulfon.

R.

William Rawle,

12 )

Benjamin Rufh,

John Redman,

Robert Ralfton,

James Read,

Cropley Rofe,

Hugh Roberts.

S.

Margaret Smith,

Rebecca Shoemaker,
Edward Shippen,

'

William Sheaff,

William Shippen,
Daniel Smith,

John Stille,

Jofeph Swift,

Robert Smith,

Lawrence Seckel,
Nathan Sellers,

James Sawer,

Andrew Summers,

Richard Sweetman,
David Seckel,

Jofeph Sanfom,

Frederick Schmidt,

John and Abraham Singer,
Thomas Stewardfon,

Edward Shoemaker,

Scots Thiftle Society,
William Savery.

T.

Henry Toland,

Edward Tilghman,
John R. Taylor,

John



John Thompfon,

James Taylor,

Jofeph R. Tatem.

V.

John Vaughan,

James Vanuxem,

Abraham Vanbeuren,

John Ulrich.

W.

Rachel Wharton,

Amos Wickerfham,

Cafpar Wiftar,

( *3 )

Nicholas Wain,

Thomas Willing,
William White,

Robert Wain,

Philip Wager,

John Warder,

Samuel Wilcocks,

William Wigglefworth,
Gideon Hill Wells,

Ifaac Wharton,

Jofeph Wain.

Y.

William Young,

Ellis Yarnall.

DONATIONS



donations

For the Purchafe of a Lot of Ground

and Building the Difpenfary ,

Tc > Feb. 3, 1802.

A. DOLLARS. DOLLARS

George Afton 100 William Crammond ?5

Thomas Alibone 5° Samuel Coates 25

John Afhley 5° Cafh 25

Samuel Archer 5 John Connelly 20

Ephraim Clark 20

B. Cafh 20

John Bleakley IOO Thomas Cumpfton r5

Jacob Barge ioo John Cook 10

William Bingham IOO Cafh 10

Elias Boudinot IOO Cafh 10

Robert Blackwell 50 Cafh 10

Jacob Baker 50 Cafh 10

Sarah Bordley 5° Cafh 10

Alexander Baring 5° Benjamin Clark 10

Paul Beck, jun. 3° Cafh 10

William & A. Buckley 25

John Bohlen 20 D.

Charles Bancker 20 John Dunlap 50

Clement Biddle 10 William Dawfon 3°

M. Buck 10 John Dorfey 20

Pennell Beale 13 Thomas Dobfon 20

Peter Brady 26 Samuel Denman 20

C.

John Clifford

Alexander J. Dallas 10

5°

L. Clapier 5° E.

William Chanceller 50 George Emlen 5°

Daniel W. Coxe 5° Samuel Eldridge 25

John
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DOLLARS DOLLARS.

John Evans
. 20 John Infkeep 20

Nicholas Efslin 7 David Jackfon 10

F.

K.

John Kaighn 5°

George Fox IOO Adam Kuhn
5°

Samuel M. Fox
5° Anthony Kennedy 3°

Thomas W. Francis 3° George Krebs 10

Miers Fifher 20

Auguftus Fricke 20 L.

Jofhua Fifher 10 Chriftopher Ludwig IOO

William Lewis 5°

G. Thomas Leiper 5°

Samuel P. Griffitts 100 George Latimer 30

Samuel Gatliff 5° Jofeph S. Lewis 3°

John Graff 30 David Lewis 25

James Gibfon 20 Jofeph Lownes 20.

George Gueft 10 Mofes Levy 10

John Lifle, jun. 10

II. John Letchworth 6

Godfrey Haga 5° M.

J. C. Helmuth 25 Sarah Moore 5<>
Samuel Hayes 25 Thomas Mifflin 5°

Alexander Henry 25 Benjamin W. Morris 5<>

Jofiah Hewes 25 I. I. Mazurie 5°

James Hunter 20 Thomas L. Moore 5°

Levi Hollingfworth 20 Archibald M'Call 30

J. H. Holtzbecker 10 Richard H. Morris 30

Lawrence Herbert 10 William P. Meeker 20

John Harrifon 37 John Maybin r5

John Hart 3° Magnus Miller 10

Charles Marfhall & Son 50-

I. N.

Jared Ingerfoll 50 Jofeph Norris So

James Irvine 20 Philip Nicklin 50

Elizabeth
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P. DOLLARS. DOLLARS

Elizabeth Powel IOO T.

Samuel Pleafants IOO James Taylor 5°

Thomas Penrofe IOO Daniel Thunn 5°

Richard Parker 5° John Travis 25

Henry Pratt 5° Henry Toland 20

EUifton & John Perot 3° Richard Tunis 20

George Plumftead 25 John Thompfon 10

Thomas Parke 25

William Poyntell 20 V.

lfaac Pearfon IO Ambrofe VafTe 15

Pratt & Whitaker 25 W.

R. William White 50

Robert Ralfton IOO Thomas Willing 5°

Benjamin Rufh IOO Nicholas Wain 5°

William Rawle 5° John G. Wachfmuth 50

George Reinholt 5o lfaac Wharton 5°

John Redman 3° Thomas M. Willing 40

Samuel Rhoads 20 Cafpar Wiftar 3°

M. Rail 7 Robert Wharton 3°

S. William Wain 20

Lawrence Seckel 100 John Warder 20

Paul Siemen TOO John Wagner 20

Robert Smith 50 John Welfh 20

James Smith, jun. 50 Peter Woglom 20

Jofhua Sutcliff 50 Samuel Wetherill & Son 10

Edward Shippen 5° B. C. Wilcocks 10

James Smith 5° Thomas Wiftar 10

William Sheaff 50 Philip Wager 10

William W. Smith 15 William Wigglefworth 5

Jacob Sperry 10

John Stille 5 Y.

James Stokes 13 James Yard 45

Henry Schively 7 Ellis Yarnall 3°

N. & D. Sellers 4 William Young 20

December
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DECEMBER 28, 1801.

ACCOUNT OF PATIENTS ADMITTED, &c. &c.

The number of patients who have been under the

care of the Difpenfary, from Dec. ift, 1800, to

Dec. ift, i8or, is » 1312

Remaining under care fince laft year, 35

Admitted fince laft year. 1277

1312

Of whom the number cured is H34

dead, 63

relieved, 5^

removed, 23

irregular, 10

remaining under care, 26

1312

ACCOUNT of RECEIPTS and EXPENDITURES.

The treafurer has received from January ift, to Decem

ber 16th, 1801,

In annual contributions and life fubfcriptions, £.306 5 o

One half yearly bank dividend, r 6150

Balance in the treafurer's hands laft year, 53 7 6

Balance due the treafurer this year, 188 8 11

£•554 i^ 5

EXPENDITURES.

Houfe expenfes and medicines, £-4x4 16 5

Houfe rent, 40 o o

Apothecary's falary, 100 o o

£•554 16 $

C The



ig6 10 0

IOO o 0

37 10 0

1786 5 0

75 1° 0

£•2430 17 6
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The treafurer has received on account of the purchafe
of a lot of ground and erection of a building for the

Difpenfary.

By the fale of fix fhares of eight per cent.

flock, £.235 2 6

By ditto of a fhare in the bank of Penn

fylvania,

Part of a legacy of Ebenezer Creflon,

Donation from Hugh Fergufon, chair

man of the committee of arrangement,

Contributions folicited by the managers,

Balance due the treafurer on this account,

EXPENDITURES.

By fundry fums of money paid for lot

of ground and building, ^.2430 17 6

The many inconveniencies arifing from the want of a

proper fituation, induced us to endeavour to procure a lot

of ground in a central part of the city, and to erect there

on a plain commodious building, for the ufe of this charity.

We conceived ourfelves warranted to make the attempt,

from a confideration that nearly fixteen years experience

had fb far eftablifhed the utility of the inftitution, as to

excite a general defire that it might become permanent.
—

We have been encouraged in this procedure by the liberal

donations of our fellow-citizens, which have enabled us

nearly to defray the expenfe of the building—A confider-

able part of the purchafe money for the ground, has alfo

been paid
—but for the remainder, as well as to fupply the

annual wants of the inftitution, we are again obliged to

folicit the aid of the benevolent.—The large increafe of

patients this year, and the advanced price of medicines,

P
•'■'
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point out in the moft forcible manner, the neceffity of this

application.

Donations, fubfcriptions and legacies, will be thankfully

received as ufual, by John Clifford, Treafurer to the Dif

penfary, No. 39, North Front-ftreet •, by Doctor Griffitts,

the Secretary, No. 62, South Front-Street, and by all the

Managers.

Form of Legacy to the Difpenfary.

I give and bequeath to the Philadelphia Difpenfary the

Sum of to be paid to their Treafurer

for the time being, and applied towards carrying on the

charitable Defigns of the faid Inftitution.

It does not feem neceffary at this time, to point out to

the Citizens of Philadelphia, the peculiar advantages of a

Difpenfary
—That the poor can be provided gratis with

medical attendance and remedies, and without being fepa-
rated from their families, are confiderations fufficiently

forcible to recommend fuch an Inftitution to the attention

of the benevolent mind—The mode of admiffion is made

as eafy as practicable
—none are refufed, whofe poverty

gives them a claim for affiftance—and it has. been, fully

proved that in no way can a fmall charitable donation go

further in the relief of diftrefs.

From the fir ft eftablifhment of the Difpenfary in this

City in 1786, to the prefent time, it appears, by the re-

gifters of the Inftitution that 17,500 indigent perfons have

been fumifhed with medical attendance and remedies—It

is alfo grateful to obferve that fimilar eftablifhments have

fince been formed in moft of the large cities of the United

States.

Publijhed by order of the Board of Managers,

WILLIAM WHITE, Prefident.
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Officers Elecled, yanuary 1802.

MANAGERS.

William White, Robert Smith,

Samuel Pleafants, Godfrey Haga,

Robert Blackwell, John Kaighn,

Lawrence Seckel, Robert Ralftoo,

Henry Helmuth, John Bleakley,

George Fox, Samuel P. Griffitts.

Attending Phyficians and Surgeons.

DoBor John C. Otto, DoElor Thomas Hewfon,

John Church, John Redman Coxe,

James Proudfit, James Gallaher.

Confulting Phyficians and Surgeons*

DoEtor William Shippen, DoRor Benjamin Rufh,

Adam Kuhn, Thomas Parke.

Treafurer, John Clifford. Apothecary, Lewis Sweitzer.
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